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U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  MARCH 

U.  S.  cotton  exports  (all  types)  were  1*80,000  running  bales  in  March 
1953 — 7  percent  above  February  exports  of  1*50,000  bales,  but  well  below 
exports  of  737,000  bales  in  March  1957.    Exports  in  August-March  1957- 58 
were  3>779>000  running  bales,  against  5> 338,000  bales  in  the  same  period 
of  1956-57-    Comparable  figures  in  500-pound  gross  weight  bales  will  be 
published  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  when  they  are  available. 

Major  destinations  of  U.  S.  exports  during  August-March  1957-58, 
with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:     Japan  759>000  running 
bales  (1,058,000);  United  Kingdom  1*88,000  (717,000);  West  Germany  481,000 
(7*48,000);  and  Italy  331,000  (1*73,000). 
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FLUE -CURED  PRICES  REMAIN 
LOW  IN  RHODESIA 

Rhodesian  flue-cured  tobacco  sold  at  the  Salisbury  auction 
averaged  the  equivalent  of  3^.2  U.  S.  cents  per  pound  in  the  first  6 
weeks  of  1958  sales,  compared  with  an  average  of  cents  during 

the  similar  period  in  1957*    Less  leaf  has  been  sold  through  the  first 
6  weeks  of  195$  >  20.6  million  pounds,  compared  with  2^.9  million 
during  the  same  weeks  of  last  season. 

Offerings  have  been  slower  this  year  because  of  late  rains. 
Prices  so  far  are  considered  equal  to  last  for  the  better,  ripe  leaf. 
However,  much  low-grade  leaf  is  being  sold.    And  much  of  this  is 
sponged  and  slick  and  in  relatively  little  demand.    Growers  report 
that  these  deficiencies  resulted  from  poor  weather. 


SWEDEN  IMPORTS 
MORE  U.  S.  LEAF 

Swedish  imports  of  leaf  tobacco  from  the  United  States  rose 
sharply  from  12.5  million  pounds  in  195^  to  16.6  million  in  1957  • 
Total  imports  increased  from  18. 0  million  pounds  in  195^  to  22.3 
million  in  1957;  with  most  of  the  increase  supplied  by  the  United 
States.    Imports  from  Italy  and  Greece  also  increased  in  1957,  hut 
takings  from  other  suppliers  declined.    Imports  from  Greece  showed 
the  largest  proportionate  increase,  rising  from  1.3  million  pounds 
to  3.0  million  in  1957. 

Sweden  continued  to  import  high-quality  leaf.    Tobacco  imports 
from  all  sources  averaged  the  equivalent  of  79  U.  S.  cents  per  pound 
in  1957*    Unmanufactured  tobacco  imported  from  the  United  States 
averaged  the  equivalent  of  82  cents  per  pound,  leaf  from  Greece  73 
cents  and  from  Italy  51  cents  per  pound,  respectively. 

COLOMBIA'S  EXPORTS  OF  UNMANUFACTURED 
TOBACCO  RISE  IN  1957 

Colombia's  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  increased  from  11. k 
million  pounds  in  195 6  to  12.7  million  in  1957. 

The  rise  was  primarily  in  larger  shipments  to  West  Germany, 
Colombia's  major  market,  which  increased  from  7*0  million  pounds  in 
1956  to  8.5  million  in  1957  •    Algeria,  France,  Tunisia,  and  French 
West  Africa  took  more  in  1957  than  in  1956.    Morocco,  Vietnam,  and 
Belgium- Luxembourg  took  smaller  quantities  in  1957  than  in  the 
previous  year. 
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LARGER  1958  TOBACCO  CROP 
FORECAST  IN  MEXICO 


Mexico^  1957-58  tobacco  crop  is  forecast  at  80.9  million  pounds, 
significantly  larger  than  the  1956-57  crop  of  73.6  million.    This  is  the 
second  successive  year  of  larger  crops  since  production  dropped  sharply  to 
63  million  pounds  in  1955-56. 

Production  of  light  types  will  be  higher  in  1957-58  than  last  season, 
but  still  below  the  52  million  pounds  in  195^-55.  This  season's  crop  of 
flue-cured  is  forecast  at  3«5  million  pounds,  and  Burley  at  1.8  million, 
slightly  above  last  season.  Other  light  air-cured  types  are  expected  to 
increase  from  37-7  million  pounds  in  1956-57  "to  kk.l  million  in  1957-58. 
The  remainder  of  the  1957- 58  crop,  31.5  million  pounds,  will  be  dark  air- 
cured  leaf. 


DUTCH  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
SLIGHTLY  LARGER  IN  1957 


The  Netherland's  gross  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  (direct 
imports  plus  withdrawals  from  bond)  rose  from  71*1  million  pounds  in  1956 
to  72.2  million  in  1957 •    Imports  from  the  United  States,  however,  showed 
a  small  decline  from  25.8  million  pounds  in  1956  to  25. 0  million  in  1957 • 
Larger  quantities  of  tobacco  were  taken  in  1957  from  Indonesia,  Brazil, 
the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland,  and  Cuba, 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED :     Netherlands,  gross  imports 
by  country  of  origin,  1955-57 


Country  of  origin 


Years 


1955 


1956 


1957 


United  States  

Indonesia  

Brazil  

Greece  

Turkey  

Federation  of  Rhodesia 

and  Nyasaland  

India  

Canada  

Italy  

Cuba  

Other  


Total . 


:  1,000  pounds 


23,^79 
8,126 
5,212 
2,687 
9,317 

5,386 
2,811 
lk3 
2,101 
1,353 
3,278 


1,000  pounds 

25,837 
8,327 
6,^82 

2,75^ 
6,1+13 

6,133 
3,252 

860 

3,653 
2,366 
5,0^-6 


1,000  pounds 

25,018 
8,8lU- 
Q,lkk 
1,678 
5,291 

Q,lK2 
2,209 

3,2^5 

2,895 
6,286 


63,903 


71,123 


72,196 


Source:  Maandstatistiek  van  de  in-,  uit-en  doorvoer  per  goederensoort, 
December  1957* 
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CIGARETTE  OUTPUT  CONTINUES 
TO  RISE  IN  PAKISTAN 

Cigarette  output  in  Pakistan  rose  in  1957;  despite  increased  retail 
prices.    Output  is  estimated  at  6,177  million  pieces,  an  increase  of 
nearly  16  percent  over  195^,  when  5,3^-3  million  were  produced.  Lower- 
priced,  popular  brands  showed  the  greatest  gains.    Retail  prices  rose 
in  1957  clue  to  an  increase  in  excise  taxes  and  larger  margins  taken  by 
manufacturers  after  the  government  removed  cigarette  price  controls. 

EGYPTIAN  PURCHASE  OF 
RUSSIAN  WHEAT  REPORTED 

An  agreement  has  been  reported  between  Egypt  and  the  Soviet  Union  under 
which  Egypt  will  import  150,000  metric  tons  of  Russian  wheat  in  monthly 
consignments  beginning  next  September  and  ending  in  December  1958*  The 
deal  is  valued  at  t  E  3,500,000  ($10,050,000.)     The  Soviet  Union  in  turn 
will  take  mainly  Egyptian  cotton. 

GUATEMALA  TO  IMPORT  BEANS 

There  is  expected  to  be  a  limited  import  market  for  U.  S.  beans  in 
Guatemala  late  in  1958.    The  trade  indicates  that  this  year's  Guatemalan 
bean  crop  is  only  fair.    The  Marketing  Board  began  buying  in  volume  at  the 
end  of  March  and  is  tentatively  planning  to  import  about  1,100  bags  this 
fall. 

In  most  Latin  American  countries,  beans  frequently  become  scarce 
immediately  before  the  "next"  harvest,  either  because  of  a  short  crop  or 
storage  losses.    In  Guatemala,  the  shortage  would  come  about  next  September- 
December. 

The  guaranteed  price  of  red  kidney  beans  in  Guatemala  is  $17.00  per 
100  pounds.    The  Marketing  Board's  current  wholesale  price  is  $20.75;  and 
beans  retail  at  23  to  25  cents  per  pound, 

NORWAY  PURCHASES  90,000  METRIC 
TONS  OF  WHEAT  FROM  U.S.S.R. 

The  Director  of  the  Norwegian  State  Grain  Monopoly  has  announced  that 
his  agency  has  concluded  a  contract  with  the  Soviet  Union  for  30,000  metric 
tons  of  Russian  wheat  to  be  delivered  during  the  3-mon"th  period  April-June 
1958.    These  shipments  will  be  the  first  deliveries  of  Russian  grain  to 
Norway  this  year. 

The  recent  contract  was  made  in  accordance  with  a  long-term  agreement  of 
November  11,  1955;  and  subsequent  protocols  under  which  Norway  agreed  to 
purchase  and  the  Soviet  Union  to  deliver  90,000  metric  tons  of  wheat  annually 
in  addition  to  30>000  tons  of  rye  and  15,000  tons  of  corn. 
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NEW  FLOUR  MILL  IN  CUBA 

A  new  flour  mill  called  Molinera  Oriental,  S.  A.  began  operations 
May  5  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Oriente  Province.    The  new  mill's  capacity  is 
^0,000  metric  tons  of  flour  a  year;  the  government  has  granted  the  mill  an 
annual  wheat  import  quota  of  30*000  metric  tons. 

Indications  are  that  the  Cuban  Government  has  reduced  flour  import 
quotas  to  offset  the  30,000-ton  wheat  import  allocation  to  Molinera 
Oriental.    The  latter  will  sell  its  flour  to  wholesalers  and  importers 
in  Eastern  Cuba  whose  flour  import  quotas  have  been  reduced.    The  new 
mill  will  also  make  feed  bran. 

BRITISH  COOPERATIVE  BUYS 
RUSSIAN  WHEAT 

The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Ltd.,  of  Manchester,  England,  has 
concluded  a  barter  agreement  with  Centrosoyus,  the  Union  of  Cooperative 
Societies  of  the  U.S.S.R,  under  which  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
will  receive  5*000  tons  of  Russian  wheat  in  return  for  knit  goods,  cotton 
velvet  cord,  gabardine  and  worsted  flannel,  worsted  cloth  and  serge,  and 
some  12,000  pairs  of  men's  leather-soled  shoes.    The  value  of  the  contract 
is  reported  to  be  =125,000  ($350,000)  on  both  sides.    The  consumer  goods 
to  be  supplied  by  the  C.W.S.  are  made  in  its  own  factories. 

JAPAN  ANNOUNCES  IMPORT 
PLAN  FOR  1958 

Japan's  foreign  currency  budget  for  the  first  half  of  the  Japanese 
fiscal  year  1958  (beginning  April  l)  is  $2.0  billion.    Allotments  for 
commodity  imports  amount  to  $1.6  billion.    This  is  approximately  the  same 
as  for  the  second  half  of  fiscal  year  1957*  but  27  percent  less  than  the 
first  half  of  1957. 

Planned  purchases  of  agricultural  products  that  are  of  interest  to 
the  United  States  are  shown  below.    Projected  wheat  imports  include  265,000 
metric  tons  for  animal  feed- -up  nearly  50  percent  from  actual  purchases 
the  previous  year.    The  barley  includes  70>000  tons  for  feed  purposes. 
Japan  is  planning  further  expansion  in  its  livestock  industry,  and  increased 
feed  imports  are  being  scheduled  to  support  this  effort.  Consequently, 
for  both  wheat  and  barley,  the  United  States  is  expected  to  supply  somewhat 
less  for  food  but  more  for  feed  than  in  1957. 

Projected  imports  of  soybeans  include  100,000  metric  tons  for  processin 
into  oil  for  export,  compared  with  173*000  tons  for  this  purpose  last  year. 
Purchases  from  the  United  States  may  be  considerably  less  this  fiscal  year. 
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Japan's  purchases  of  U.  S.  cotton  and  tallow  are  expected  to  be  about  the 
same  as  in  fiscal  1957 •    Hides  and  skins  may  be  down  some,  while  leaf  tobacco 
will  probably  rise  sharply.    Japan  has  not  bought  any  significant  quantities  of 
U.  S.  rice  for  the  past  2  years  and  is  not  expected  to  buy  any  in  1958. 


JAPAN:    Import  plan  for  major  agricultural  commodities  for  Japanese 
fiscal  year  1958  and  actual  purchases  in  fiscal  year  1957  l/ 


C  ommodity 


Fiscal  year  1957  2/ 


April  1-;  Oct.  1- 
Sept.  30;  Mar.  31 


Total 


Fiscal  year  I958  3/ 


April  1-;  April  1-|  Total 
Sept.  30;  Mar.  31  [ (Target) 


Wheat  

Rice  

Barley  

Soybeans. . . 
Hides  and  skins 
Tallow  


Tobacco, 


Cotton  k/, 


1,000  metric  tons 


1,000  metric  tons 


1,082  : 

1,310  : 
h!3  • 

2,392  ' 

•    1,393  : 

1,021  : 
560  : 

2,klk 

81  : 

ksh 

:       132  : 

692 

371  : 

393  : 

76k 

:       1+30  : 

332  : 

762 

^70  : 

36k  : 

83U 

>       385  : 

385  : 

770 

35  : 

29  : 

6k 

;       32  : 

32  : 

6k 

hi  : 

^5  : 

92 

r        50  : 

50  : 

100 

Metric  tons 


132 


1,460    :  1,592 
1,000  bales  5/ 

909    :     1,003    :  1,912 


926 


962 


Metric  tons 

:  2,700  : 
1,000  bales 

:    1,038  : 


3,626 


2,000 


l/  Twelve  months  beginning  April  1  of  year  indicated.     2/  Actual  purchase. 
3/  Purchase  plan,  k/  For  spinning  mill  use  only.     5/  Bales  of  ^78  pounds  net. 


COLOMBIA  STARTS  LARGE-SCALE 
MALTING  OF  BARLEY 

Colombia  has  opened  its  first  factory  for  large-scale  production  of  barley 
malt,  thereby  decreasing  its  dependence  on  imported  malt,  which  in  1957  was 
valued  at  U.  S.  $5  million.    The  factory  is  operating  with  a  capital  of  20 
million  pesos  (about  U.  S.  $3  million)  the  shares  being  divided  among  the  four 
main  breweries  in  Colombia. 

The  production  goal  for  the  first  year  is  26,^00  metric  tons  of  malt, 
4,800  metric  tons  of  feed,  and  1,050  metric  tons  of  barley  germ.    The  value 
of  these  products  is  placed  at  the  equivalent  of  about  U.  S.  $2  million. 
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COLOMBIA  RELEASES  HIGH-QUALITY 
COFFEE  FOR  DOMESTIC  USE 

The  Colombian  National  Federation  of  Coffee  Growers  has  announced  it 
will  release  from  its  retention  stocks  top -grade  "excelso"  coffee  for 
domestic  sale.    In  the  past,  only  lower-grade  "pasilla"  coffee  has  been 
used  domestically. 

The  measure  is  designed  to  reduce  coffee  stocks  of  about  3  million 
bags ,  largely  in  federation  warehouses.    It  is  also  hoped  that  the  step 
will  stimulate  Colombia's  per  capita  consumption  of  coffee  and  reduce  the 
import  needs  for  cacao. 

IRISH  IMPORTS  OF  OIL-BEARING  MATERIALS  UP; 
OIL  IMPORTS  DOWN 

As  Ireland  produces  no  oilseeds  for  crushing,  it  must  import  all  the 
oil-bearing  materials  it  crushes  domestically.  (However,  some  test  plots 
of  rapeseed  are  being  grown  this  year  for  crushing.) 


In  1957,  imports  of  oil-bearing  materials  totaled  13,780  tons,  of 
which  7,360  tons  were  copra,  1,0^5  tons  palm  kernels,  ^,125  tons  flaxseed, 
and  750  tons  unspecified.    Imports  in  195&  came  to  3,910  tons — 6,5^3  tons 
copra,  1,^72  tons  palm  kernels,  1,^-25  tons  flaxseed,  and  U65  tons  unspecified. 
The  largest  increase  was  in  flaxseed  imports,  but  on  an  oil-equivalent 
basis  this  was  more  than  offset  by  a  decline  in  linseed  oil  imports. 

VEGETABLE  AND  MARINE  OILS:     Ireland,  imports, 
annual  1956  and  1957 


Oil 

;   1956  : 

1957  1/ 

oil  ; 

1956  . 

1  1957  1/ 

EDIBLE 

INDUSTRIAL  j 

2,^56 
877 

:  1,587 
:  101 

:  5^0 
:  lllj- 

.:        758  : 

3,333 

1,688 

65^ 

PALM 

OTHER  VEGETABLE 

i+61 

:  57o 

2,669  : 

3,575 
386  - 

MARINE  OIL 

821 

^-02 

. :        786  ; 

.:  3,^55 

3,961 

9,387 

8,926 

l/  Preliminary. 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


Total  oil  imports  in  1957  were  about  5  percent  below  those  of  1956  as 
a  result  of  a  decline  in  linseed,  fish,  and  coconut  oils.    This  decline  was 
partially  offset  by  larger  imports  of  the  other  imported  oils,  especially 
palm  oil. 


May  19,  1958 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


9 


NIGERIA'S  AGRICULTURAL  IMPORTS  RISE: 
WHEAT  FLOUR  IMPORTS  UP  SHARPLY 

Nigeria's  wheat  flour  imports  increased  from  35>000  short  tons  in  1956 
to  1+9*77^  tons  in  1957 >  as  part  of  a  general  rise  in  agricultural  imports 
from  $29.9  million  in  1956  to  $31.8  million  in  1957. 

The  United  States  supplied  $22.7  worth  of  imports  to  Nigeria  in  1957. 
Of  this,  1+1.5  percent  was  agricultural.     In  turn,  Nigeria  exported  $21.3 
million  of  its  products  to  the  United  States.     Of  this,  86  percent  was 
agricultural. 

Fish  and  sugar  continued  to  be  Nigeria's  2  largest  single  food  imports 
in  value.  Canned  and  dried  milk  imports  in  1957  were  valued  at  $2,63^,000. 
Unmanufactured  tobacco  imports,  however,  declined  to  only  5j9^9>000  pounds. 
Bakery  and  "cabin  biscuit"  imports  were  valued  at  $1.8  million. 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  Nigeria  had  a  significant  trade 
deficit  largely  because  the  demand  for  manufactured  goods,  construction 
and  other  capital  equipment  and  supplies  exceeded  the  export  income  from 
its  raw  agricultural  products.    Nigeria  normally  has  a  large  favorable 
trade  balance,  including  a  favorable  dollar  trade.     It  had  a  trade  deficit 
of  about  $80  million  in  1957*    Fortunately,  its  cocoa  exports  were  very 
large  ( 135 > 300  tons);  this  helped  offset  the  decrease  in  value  of  some  of 
its  other  agricultural  exports.    Cocoa  constituted  29.2  percent  of  the 
value  of  total  exports  in  1957 ,  compared  with  21.7  percent  in  1956. 


COLOMBIAN  FEDERATION  OPPOSES 
EXPORT  OF  SOLUBLE  COFFEE 

The  Colombian  National  Federation  of  Coffee  Growers  is  opposing  the 
export  of  soluble  coffee  on  a  large  scale  at  present.     Impetus  for  the 
export  is  the  high  quality  of  soluble  coffee  sold  domestically.  The 
Ministry  of  Development  recently  announced  it  was  considering  a  contract 
with  the  single  Colombian  manufacturer  of  soluble  coffee  in  order  to 
s  t  imulat e  exp  or  t  s . 

The  Coffee  Federation  points  out  that  it  cannot  penetrate  the  U.  S. 

market  with  pure  Colombian  coffee  in  soluble  form  even  though  the  latter 

is  of  good  quality.     It  also  says  the  export  of  soluble  coffee  would  only 

benefit  the  maker  of  this  product  and  not  the  country  as  a  whole  because 

exporters,  the  Coffee  Federation,  and  the  Grancolombian  fleet  would  have 
less  non-soluble  coffee  trade. 

The  federation  is  not  opposed,  however,  to  limited  export  of  soluble 
coffee  to  its  Central  American  neighbors,  and  it  has  indicated  that  as 
other  producing  countries  increase  their  soluble  coffee  exports  to  the 
United  States  it  may  eventually  take  a  more  favorable  view. 
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NEW  SLAUGHTER  PLANT  IN 
U.  K.  USES  GAS 

A  new  bacon  factory  recently  opened  in  Birmingham,  England,  is  the  first 
in  the  United  Kingdom  to  prepare  hogs  for  slaughter  by  anaesthetizing  with  gas. 

INDIA  ANNOUNCES  WOOL 
EXPORT  POLICY 

The  Indian  Government  recently  announced  its  export  policy  for  raw  wool 
during  the  period  April -September  1958*    Licenses  will  be  issued,  within  an 
overall  ceiling,  on  shipping  bills  against  firm  contracts  to  established 
exporters  and  newcomers.    Shipping  bills  are  valid  for  15  days. 

Exporters  must  also  have  a  certificate  of  Agmark  grading.    They  are  per- 
mitted to  ship  on  a  consignment  basis,  limited  to  25  percent  of  their  individual 
allotment . 

URUGUAY  TO  OPERATE 
MEAT  PLANT 

A  Uruguayan  decree  of  April  26  brought  the  Swift  de  la  Plata  meat  packing 
plant  in  Montevideo  under  government  control.    Expenditure  of  3  million  pesos 
($1^3,000)  has  been  authorized  to  reopen  the  plant.    It  has  been  closed  since 
late  December  1957  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  27,  1958) •  The 
press  reports  that  the  company  affected,  International  Packers  of  Chicago,  is 
appealing  to  the  Uruguayan  courts. 

Learning  of  the  government  action,  meat  workers  in  the  other  packing  houses 
of  the  city  ended  their  3-week  strike  called  in  sympathy  with  workers  from 
closed  plants.    During  the  strike,  soldiers  worked  in  the  National  Packing  House 
to  maintain  domestic  meat  supply. 

CANADIAN  BEEF  CONSUMPTION  DROPS 

Canadian  consumption  of  beef  from  inspected  slaughter  during  the  first 
quarter  of  1958  dropped  3  percent  from  the  same  period  last  year  to  238.9 
million  pounds.    Although  net  marketings  rose  30  percent  over  the  same  quarter 
of  1957;  large  exports  of  cattle  and  beef  reduced  the  amount  of  beef  left  for 
domestic  consumption. 

While  lamb  and  mutton  consumption  from  inspected  slaughter  also  dropped 
below  1957  levels  in  the  first  quarter,  the  increase  In  pork  production  was  sharp 
enough  to  cause  a  rise  in  total  red  meat  consumption  from  inspected  slaughter. 
This  was  up  1  percent  to  *+33«9  million  pounds  during  January-March  1958. 

Since  Canada's  population  is  rising  at  a  rate  considerably  above  the  1- 
percent  increase  in  meat  consumption  recorded,  Canadian  per  capita  consumption 
of  red  meat  dropped  in  the  first  part  of  1958. 
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INDIAN  BAN  ON  COW 
SLAUGHTER  UPHELD 

India's  ban  on  cow  slaughter  was  recently  upheld  by  the  Indian  Supreme 
Court.    The  Court  ruled,  however,  that  slaughter  of  female  buffaloes  was 
permissible  after  the  animals  ceased  to  yield  milk  or  to  be  useful  for  work 
or  breeding.    Aged  bulls  and  steers  may  be  slaughtered,  but  not  calves  of 
buffalo  and  cattle. 

PERU'S  SUPPLY  OF  AUCHENIA  WOOLS 
MAY  BE  LOWER  IN  1958 

Peru's  supply  of  auchenia  wool --or  hair- -probably  will  be  lower  in  1958* 
Beginning  inventories  were  lower,  and  production  is  not  expected  to  recover 
much  from  the  drought  of  the  past  2  years. 

Peru  is  the  most  important  supplier  of  these  specialty  fibers,  which 
include  the  hair  of  the  alpaca,  llama,  and  their  wild  cousin--the  vicuna. 
The  bulk  of  the  exports  go  to  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom.  Be- 
cause of  their  high  value,  alpaca  and  vicuna  are  important  exchange  earners. 
Vicuna  is  the  finest  of  all  the  animal  fibers.    Most  of  the  llama  hair  is 
used  domestically. 

Exports  of  auchenia  hair  in  1957  were  estimated  at  7«0  million  pounds, 
compared  with  8.6  million  in  1956.    U.  S.  imports  of  alpaca,  vicuna,  llama, 
and  similar  hair  in  1957  totaled  k.6  million  pounds,  actual  weight,  of  which 
h.l  million  came  from  Peru. 

ARGENTINE  WOOL  PRICES  LOWER 

Argentine  wool  prices  at  the  end  of  April  were  firm  at  the  level  of  a 
month  earlier  but  considerably  below  February  values.     The  export  market  con- 
tinued relatively  inactive,  since  world  prices  for  wool  have  again  declined 
below  "aforo"  values  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  World  Summaries,  April  17, 
1958). 

WOOL:    Argentina,  domestic  prices,  greasy  basis,  for  selected 
types  and  areas,  selected  weeks 


Type  ; 

Province  [ 

1958 

Feb.  22       Mar.  29    \  Apr.  25 

Fine  crossbred 
Fine  crossbred 
Medium  crossbred 
Coarse  crossbred 

Entre  Rios  &  Corrientes 
Buenos  Aires 
Buenos  Aires 
:  Buenos  Aires 

 Ceni 

61-68 
:  56-66 
I+8-56 
1+8-52 

:s  per  pounc 

:  61-66 
:  ^3-53 
1+3-^5 
k0-k2 

11/--- 

61-66 
:  ^3-53 
:  ^3-^5 
:  38-U0 

l/  Converted  at  the  official  rate  of  18  pesos  =  1  U.  S.  dollar. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  MEAT  EXPORTS  DROP 

New  Zealand  meat  exports  during  1957  dropped  12  percent  from  1956  on  a 
product -weight  "basis.    The  largest  volume  decrease  was  in  lamb  and  mutton 
exports,  which  were  96,837,000  pounds,  or  16  percent  below 'the  previous  year. 
Beef  and  veal  exports  dropped  slightly,  but  this  was  partly  due  to  an  increase 
in  the  percentage  of  boneless  beef  exported.    Pork  exports  dropped  sharply. 

Exports  of  meat  during  1958  are  expected  to  be  below  those  in  1957  because 
of  smaller  beef  and  veal  exports.    Lamb  and  mutton  exports  are  expected  to 
remain  substantially  level. 


MEAT:    New  Zealand  exports,  product  weight,  1955-57 


Type                       ;     1955  ; 

1956  : 

1957 

i  1,000  ; 

]  pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

.  1,000 

pounds 

Percent 
change 
from  1956 

:  272,822 
:  608^835 
:  19,21*9 
.  2,825 

:  266,656 
511,998 
12,008 
2,366 

:      -  2 
:  -16 

:  -38 
-16 

• 

1  903,731 

:  793,028 

:  -12 

CANADA  CUTS  SUPPORT  PRICE  FOR  NONFAT 
DRY  MILK,  BUT  RAISES  EGG  PRICES 

The  Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture  announced  on  May  1  that  the  support 
price  for  nonfat  dry  milk  for  the  12  months  ending  May  1,  1959,  would  be  15 
cents  per  pound  for  first  grade  spray-dried  milk  and  12  cents  for  roller.  This 
is  2  cents  per  pound  lower  than  the  previous  support  price,  compared  with  a 
1*- cent  increase  previously  announced  for  butter,     (see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets ,  April  21,  1958).    The  levels  of  cheese  supports  are  about  unchanged 
at  3^  cents  per  pound,  f.o.b.  warehouse  in  Ontario  and  33-5  cents  for  Quebec 
cheese,  delivered  at  Montreal. 

Because  of  the  sharply  increased  production  and  very  heavy  stocks  of  non-j, 
fat  dry  milk  accumulated  in  1957,  consideration  is  being  given  to  limiting  the! 
lower  support  for  this  item  to  output  from  plants  in  existence  on  May  1,  1958. ." 
Production  of  all  major  dairy  products  in  Canada  during  January-March  1958 
was  up  sharply  from  the  previous  year.  Fluid  milk  production  is  estimated  to 
be  up  10  percent;  butter,  up  30  percent;  cheese,  up  k  percent;  and  concentrated 
milk  products,  up  16  percent. 
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The  support  price  for  Grade  A  large  eggs,  effective  May  5,  1958;  is 
hk  cents  per  dozen  in  new  wooden  cases,  delivered  at  Montreal.  The  pre- 
vious support  level  was  38  cents.  Egg  production  early  in  1958  has  been 
moderately  above  last  year. 


BRITISH  USED  MORE  BUTTER 
THAN  MARGARINE  IN  1957 

More  butter  than  margarine  was  used  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1957 
for  the  first  time  in  the  postwar  period.    Per  capita  consumption  of 
butter  amounted  to  17.3  pounds,  1.7  pounds  per  person  over  the  1956  rate. 
Total  consumption  of  fats  in  1957  was  about  the  same  as  in  1956.  Increased 
consumption  of  butter  was  attributed  mainly  to  lower  butter  prices. 

With  finest  quality  New  Zealand  butter  now  retailing  at  about  30 
cents  per  pound  in  U.  K.  markets,  British  butter  consumption  will  probably 
further  gain  in  1958. 

ARGENTINE  GRAIN  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Argentine  grain  exports  during  the  first  9  months  (July-March)  of 
the  current  fiscal  year  amounted  to  3; 193; 000  metric  tons,  compared  with 
3,662,000  during  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.    The  reduction  was  the 
result  of  declining  shipments  of  wheat,  corn,  and  barley,  although  rye 
and  oats  exports  were  larger. 

Wheat  accounted  for  about  half  of  Argentina's  grain  exports  in  the 
period  under  review,  slightly  less  than  the  previous  year.    South  American 
countries  are  the  chief  outlet  for  Argentine  wheat,  purchasing  about  half 
of  the  total  exported  each  year.    However,  destinations  have  changed 
somewhat  in  1957-58  compared  with  1956-57.    Brazil,  the  major  buyer  of 
Argentina's  wheat,  has  taken  ho  percent  less  this  year,  while  Chile  and 
Paraguay  have  greatly  increased  their  imports . 

Most  of  the  remainder  of  Argentina's  wheat  exports  go  to  Europe. 
Exports  in  the  9  months  to  this  area  were  slightly  below  a  year  earlier, 
but  quantities  moving  to  the  various  countries  have  changed  considerably. 
Shipments  to  Italy  and  France  are  much  lower  this  year  than  last,  while 
those  to  West  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom  are  well  above  1956-57. 

Rye  and  coarse  grains  are  exported  chiefly  to  Europe.    Through  March 
of  this  fiscal  year,  exports  of  corn  to  West  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  France  declined  sharply,  as  did  barley  exports  to  the  Netherlands. 
However,  the  Netherlands  took  more  rye  and  oats;  Swiss  and  Italian  imports 
of  oats  increased;  and  Italy  also  took  more  Argentine  corn  than  last  year. 
(See  table,  page  lh.) 
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GRAIN:    Argentine  exports,  July-March  1956-57  and  July-March  1957-58 


oounxry  oi 
d  e  st ination 

* 

* 
• 

5 

Wheat 

:  Rye 

:  Corn 

:  Oats 

:  Barley 

!  Total 

July-March  1956-57: 

1 

United  States 

• 

-  6,067 

!  6,067 

0 

95.799 

!       95 .799 

Chile 

« 

!          98 . 560 

Brazil 

776  96A 

:  3.992 

780.956 

• 

16,988 

t  16,988 

• 

:  800 

:  5,657 

t  6,457 

:      3 . 519 

:         3 . 519 

• 

2,200 

:  8,650 

:  10,850 

• 

18,825 

:  12.150 

►  JX 

:      3 .913 

:  13.783 

!  48,671 

United  Kingdom  . . 

1  ■ 

171  A3  3 

-  13 A. 779 

7.005 

:  20,124 

:      333. 3A1 

90.303" 

:  35.0A3 

i  178,418 

•  49,666 

.  111,774 

!  465,204 

B  elgium-Luxenibourg : 

A1.9A6' 

20.A96 

:  1A2.7A8 

:  11.351 

•  36.QAA 

:      253. A85 

• 

77,140 

:  131.453 

i  ia 

!  500 

:  209,107 

• 

110,032 

:  24.131 

:  155.317 

:  73.667 

:  251,414 

614,561 

• 

1.550 

J  ✓  ««/w 

:  5.500 

:  388- 

:  7,438 

Czechoslovakia  . . 

• 
»  © 

?  000' 

2  000 

»                   9  www 

• 

14,138 

4,516 

:  19,174 

:  2,275' 

:  3,295 

:  43,398 

« 

4,400 

:  22,250 

:  10,162 

:  36,812 

318,728: 

:  41,084 

:  128,749' 

:  42,181 

:  30,685 

i  561,427 

• 

450' 

t       —  : 

!       —  : 

:       —  ' 

:  378 

;  828 

• 

-  5 

- 

:  58,727: 

!  - 

:  - 

:  58,727 

7.722: 

— 

- 

— 

— 

7.722 

• 

1,847,178! 

171,839' 

969,740 

210,389 

.  462,771 

:  3,661,917 

July-March  1957-58: 

!  25' 

!  25 

• 

68,710: 

:  6,000' 

:  7A.710 

• 

3,000: 

!          3  000 

»                     J j WWW 

• 

19 A  A9A: 

!  75 

!       19A  569 

• 
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• 
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• 
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!  loo- 

10  0/6" 

i         20  096 

>               <.W  j  W  7  w 

1,000; 

6.825- 

!         7  825 

United  Kingdom  . . , 

• 
• 

201,817: 

:  953' 

25  632' 

1  030 

239  AO 2 

• 

13,622' 

3  850- 

2  375- 

36  256' 

56  103 

• 
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50  696 < 
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>     yp/  *?7i 
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• 

12,300' 
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51  0' 

1  /QO> 

18  385 

• 

259  296: 

62,083 

72  005- 

80  Q80' 

P^Q  ^OQ' 
yj^-'y 

733  673 

'            »P9  jO(7 

• 

550: 

2,000 

3  A05' 

/50- 

Q^O' 

7  335 

13,000: 

2  310 

:     1A  355' 

36  213 ' 

9  /  91  • 

A8  OQQ 

•            DO  ,  '•77 

♦ 

45UU! 

A,800: 

-  ! 

4,800 

• 

8A,259: 

52,901: 

222,633: 

67,400: 

48,873: 

476,066 

• 

1,000: 

2,990: 

8,295: 

12,285 

• 

13,074: 

13,074 

9,385 

1,100- 

:  10,485 

16.660 

:  1.300* 

17.960 

1,504,203 

:  237, 77 4 

:  669,771 

!  379,128 

:  402,068 

:  3,192,944 
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U.S.  EXPORTING  MORE 
POULTRY  TO  MALAYA 

U.  S.  exports  of  chilled  and  frozen  poultry  to  Malaya,  although  small, 
have  risen  sharply  in -recent  years.     In  195^  >  the  United  States  supplied 
less  than  0.5  percent  of  the  706,000  pounds  of  Malaya's  imports  of  this 
commodity.     In  1957  >  the  U.  S.  share  of  this  market  increased  to  k6  percent. 
The  upward  trend  in  U.  S.  imports  during  the  past  h  year  is  shown  below: 

POULTRY,  CHILLED  AND  FROZEN:    Malayan  imports,  195^-57 


Source  \        I95I+        ;       1955        |        1956        '.  1957 


;  1,000  ;  1,000  ;  1,000  ;  1,000 

•  pounds  *  pounds  •  pounds  •  pounds 

United  States  :  2  :  188  :  282  :  hQ6 

Australia  :  589  :  562  :  3±k  :  267 

Denmark  :  5h  :  9U  :  81  :  13k 

Netherlands  :  kl  :  103  :  85  :  125 

Others  :  20  :  81  :  60  :  56 


Total  :         7°6        :      1,028        .         822        .  1,068 


Most  of  Malayan  poultry  imports  are  retailed  in  Singapore.    A  new 
supermarket  being  built  there  will  use  modern  marketing  methods.  One 
Singapore  store  advertised  U.  S.  poultry  early  in  April  at  the  equivalent 
of  80  cents  per  pounds  for  turkeys,  and  82.3  cents  per  pound  for  frying 
chickens . 

Because  of  the  dollar  shortage,  all  of  Malaya's  poultry  imports  come 
through  Hong  Kong.    This  adds  5  "to  10  percent  more  to  the  landed  costs, 
depending  on  the  exchange  rate  in  Hong  Kong. 


AUSTRALIA'S  CORN 
CROP  SMALL 

The  Australian  corn  harvest  now  under  way  is  tentatively  estimated 
at  2  million  bushels — about  half  a  normal  crop.    Pending  the  final  outturn, 
manufacturers  are  being  permitted  to  import  corn  for  their  operations.  No 
definite  limit  has  been  fixed  for  quantities  to  be  imported,  but  the  indi- 
cated total  is  around  800,000  bushels. 

Corn  on  the  Sydney  market  is  currently  quoted  at  the  equivalent  of 
U.  S.  $1.79  "to  $2.07  per  bushel,  a  relatively  good  price  in  terms  of  world 
prices . 


16 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  76,  No.  20 


SYRIA'S  GRAIN  PROSPECTS  POOR 

Syria1 s  wheat  outlook  for  195&  is  poor  because  dry  conditions 
have  reduced  yield  prospects  sharply  below  the  high  1957  yields.  There 
may,  however,  be  some  surplus  wheat  for  export.    Meanwhile,  all  wheat 
and  barley  exports  except  those  contracted  by  the  Government  Cereals 
Office  have  been  banned  until  the  size  of  the  harvest  is  definite. 

BELGIUM  LOOKS  FOR 
BUMPER  WHEAT  CROP 

Early  forecasts  place  Belgium*  s  195$  wheat  crop  at  about  33  million 
bushels.    A  crop  that  size  would  set  a  new  record,  exceeding  the  previous 
record  in  1957  hy  about  20  percent.    The  unusually  good  prospects  result 
from  increased  acreage  and  favorable  weather  to  date. 

A  wheat  crop  as  large  as  indicated  would  mean  a  further  reduction 
in  wheat  imports,  though  some  high-protein  wheat  will  be  required  for 
admixture  with  Belgian  wheats  in  milling. 

During  this  marketing  season  Belgium  has  for  the  first  time  exported 
significant  quantities  of  indigenous  wheat.    Its  policy  is  to  export 
soft  wheat  of  types  not  usable  in  its  milling  operations.    Up  to  the 
beginning  of  May,  about  a  million  bushels  of  Belgian  wheat  had  been 
exported  to  the  Netherlands  and  West  Germany,  with  the  Netherlands 
getting  the  larger  part. 

CANADA  IMPORTS  LESS  RICE; 
SHIFTS  SOURCES  OF  IMPORT 

Rice  imports  into  Canada  in  1957  declined  11  percent  from  those  in 
the  preceding  year.    Imports  from  the  United  States,  6  percent  less  than 
in  1956,  continued  the  downward  trend  from  the  record  of  195^ •    No  rice 
was  imported  from  Brazil,  Australia,  and  Belgium  —  important  sources 
in  1956  —  and  imports  from  Uruguay  and  Thailand  declined. 

On  the  other  hand,  rice  imports  from  Mexico  and  Argentina  increased 
significantly.    Though  rice  had  not  been  imported  from  Mexico  since 
19^3 ^  around  55>000  cwt.  of  cleaned  and  ^1,000  cwt.  of  uncleaned  rice 
(uncleaned,  unhulled,  and  paddy)  were  imported  from  that  country  in 
1957*    Rice  imports  from  Italy  and  the  Netherlands  also  were  larger. 

Imports  of  uncleaned  rice  from  Argentina  increased  by  k'J^OO  cwt., 
and  those  of  cleaned  rice  by  1^,500  cwt.  over  1956.    A  Canadian  source 
says  that  Argentine -Canadian  rice  trade  in  1957  actually  suffered  a  set- 
back as  a  result  of  Argentina's  delay  in  setting  its  export  quota. 
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Rather  than  setting  a  quota  in  March ,  so  that  exporters  could  develop 
trade  normally,  Argentina  granted  a  reduced  quota  of  7*000  metric  tons 
(15^,000  cwt.)  on  June  19,  and  another  7*000  tons  in  September.    By  that  time, 
new-crop  rice  of  such  countries  as  Italy,  the  United  States,  and  Egypt  was 
available  for  the  world  market. 

Prospects  for  Argentine  rice  exports  in  1958  seem  brighter,  according 
to  the  Canadian  source.    The  first  official  estimate  of  the  Argentine  area 
seeded  to  rice  is  16  percent  over  1956;  a  good  crop  is  expected.    The  Ministry 
of  Commerce  and  Industry  has  already  announced  an  export  quota  of  15,000  metric 
tons  (331*000  cwt.),  after  allowing  for  home  needs. 

RICE:    Canadian  imports  by  country  of  origin,  averages  19^-6-55* 

annual  195^- 57 


Average 


Country  of  origin 


19  to- 50  : 1951-55 


195^ 


1955 


1956 


1957 


Cwt. 

Uncleaned  l/:  : 

Argentina  :  0 

Belgium  :  0 

Egypt  :  19*828 

Italy  :  0 

Mexico  :  0 

Thailand  :  26,220 

Uruguay  :  0 

United  States  :  561,183 

Other  countries  :  17*636 


Cwt. 

8,011 

0 

23,039 

19,  too 

0 

2,6kl 

2,910 
530,306 
20,366 


Cwt. 


0 
0 

21,896 

0 
0 
0 
0 

6to,973 
1*56^ 


Cwt. 

to,05^ 

0 

29,208 
9T*ooi 
0 

13,207 
Ik, 5^8 
373,826 
1^,355 


Cwt. 

103*617 

iH,  812 
550 
16,535 
0 

22,180 
17*085 
198*832 
to*  to5 


Cwt. 

151*067 

0 

16*357 
63*550 
to,  938 
8,80^ 

39*539 
122,0^7 

1,075 


Total  ;  62^,867 

Cleaned:  : 
Argentina. . 
Australia. . 

Brazil  

Italy  

Mexico  

Netherlands 
Uruguay 


606,673 


66^,163 


582,199 


¥16,036 


^3*377 


United  States  :  21,303 

Other  countries  :  1 


5*9^ 
3,375 
80,102 

^,305 

0 

12,183 

0 

18,7^8 


20,9^3 
11,23^ 

0 

880 
0 

0 

212,868 
2A7,399 


8*775 
5*6^3 

0 

^*725 

0 

10,170 

0 

29T*^T6 
^,323 


95*5T1 
63*309 
122,355 
1*236 
0 

3*625 
59*3T2 
223,668 

23*363 


110,115 

0 
0 

ih,i6k 
55*H8 
2*398 
12,952 

2T^*5TT 
12,900 


Total  :  21,30^ 


309*072 


296,988 


331*112 


592,^99 


ij-82,22^ 


1/  Uncleaned,  unhulled,  paddy.  2/  30*861+  Cvt.  from  Peru, 
Source:    Trade  of  Canada. 
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PORTUGAL  HAS  RICE 
FOR  EXPORT 

Portugal  has  10,000  metric  tons  of  milled  rice  to  export  from  the  1957 
harvest  (September).    Bids  were  requested  on  the  rice  on  April  7>  hut  when 
the  bids  were  opened  on  April  22,  the  highest  price  offered  was  held  to  be 
too  low  for  profitable  sale.    Row,  offers  are  being  considered  for  sales 
at  higher  prices  for  smaller  quantities. 

Portugal's  1957  rice  crop  was  slightly  larger  than  in  1956,  hut  was 
below  the  record  crop  of  1955 •    Output  in  all  3  years  has  been  substantially 
ahove  average.    Exports  from  the  1955  crop  were  21,185  metric  tons.  In 
1956-57  (September-August)  no  rice  was  exported. 

A  decrease  in  rice  consumption  in  1956-57  is  attributed  to  lower 
prices  than  usual  for  potatoes,  which  were  used  instead  of  rice  to  some 
extent.    Rice  consumption  this  year,  however,  is  expected  to  be  normal. 
Because  of  smaller  consumption  and  no  exports  in  1956-57;  stocks  at  the 
beginning  of  1957-58  showed  a  gain. 

Portugal's  rice  acreage  of  1958  is  expected  to  continue  at  the  high 
level  of  recent  years.    Fixed  prices  assure  growers  a  profitable  market. 


PHILIPPINE  COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL  EXPORTS  DOWN 
ONE-FIFTH  FROM  LAST  YEAR 

Philippine  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  in  the  first  k  months  of 
1958  totaled  176,922  long  tons,  oil  basis,  a  decline  of  one-fifth  from 
January- April  1957  shipments. 

Copra  exports  in  April  declined  for  the  fifth  successive  month  to 
5^+,150  tons,  the  smallest  monthly  tonnage  since  March  1955*  Cumulative 
January-April  exports  of  copra  were  237>l8l  tons,  less  than  80  percent 
of  the  volume  shipped  in  the  first  k  months  of  1957* 

January- April  coconut  oil  shipments  of  27,^+98  tons  were  about  85 
percent  of  the  quantity  exported  in  the  comparable  period  of  1957 •  April 
exports  of  coconut  oil  were  9>7^2  tons,  nearly  twice  the  volume  shipped 
in  March.    March  coconut  oil  export  figures  have  been  revised  as  follows: 
Atlantic  Coast--^,56^  long  tons,  Cuba — 350  tons,  total — ^+,91^  tons. 

The  Philippine  copra  export  price  in  mid-May  was  about  $187  per 
short  ton  c.i.f.  Pacific  Coast  (mid-April,  $183;  mid-March,  $177).  Local 
"buying  prices  were  reported  at  29  to  35  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($1^7*33 
to  $177.81  per  long  ton)  resecada  Manila  and  producing  areas. 
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COPRA:    Fnilippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
April  and  January-April  for  years  1957  and  1958 


Country 


1957  1/ 


1958  1/ 


April 

January- 
April 

April 

January- 
April 

LjKJLlQ  UL'Ilo 

T  f-\  y-i  cr    ■+■     y\  a 
J_)UIi^  GCJ-QB 

Long  tons 

J-5»  (5^ 

G>7  £aa 

OA  AAA 

79,413 

(      i  a  ova  A 

t      —  ; 

\       — J 

(.     12,  fo4  ) 

(         V  V     )  1  \ 

(,     f  ( ,  420  ; 

(      OA     AAA  ^ 

\  30,000  ; 

t  79, 413 ) 

1,  jUU 

C  OCA 

5»  y5U 

1, 800 

17, 250 

93,64-0 

30, 000 

81,213 

— 

10,000 

3,900 

19,653 

— 

8, 700 

1,500 

3,000 

— 

18,700 

 —        -     T           '  ' 

5,400 

22,653 

2,000 

4,000 

4,000 

4,000 

3,100 

10,475 

—  —  — 

4,o00 

1, 000 

4, 310 

d,  UUU 

1  f,o34 

,  4,2p0 

20,215 

1,  5UU 

27, 662 

116, 161 

5,000 

500 

8,501 

500 

5,000 

13, 300 

3,000 

3,500 

5,000 

5,000 

26, 577 

45,462 

185,758 

18,750 

127, 595 

3,100 

3,100 

3,020 

2,627 

2,627 

500 

500 

2,700 

6,227 

6,227 

5,720 

68,939 

304, 325 

54,150 

237,181 

or  Belgium. 

North  America: 

United  States  

Atlantic  Coast  

Pacific  Coast  

Canada  

Total  

South  America: 

Colombia  

Venezuela  

Total  

Europe : 

Belgium  

Denmark  

France  

Germany,  West  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Sweden  

Optional  discharge  2/. 
Total  

Asia: 

Israel  

Japan  

Lebanon  

Total  

Grand  total  


Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 


COCONUT  OIL:     Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
April  and  January-April  for  years  1957  and  195& 


1957  1/ 


1958  1/ 


Country 


April 
Long  tons 

5,H3 
(    5,H3  ) 
(        —  ) 


January- 
April 
Loop:  tons 


April 
Long  tons 

6,018 
(  6,018  ) 
(      —  ) 


January- 
April 
long  tons 


North  America: 

United  States  

Atlantic  Coast  

Pacific  Coast  

Cuba  

Total  

Europe : 

Germany,  West  

Netherlands  

Optional  discharge  2/. 

Total  

Grand  total  


5,113 


22,098 
(  21,7^7  ) 
(        351  ) 
345 

22,443  ~ 


6,Ol8 


1,468 
850 


2,310 


1/  Preliminary.  2/  West  Germany  or  Netherlands. 
Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 


7,431 


1,427 
7,413 
550 
9,690 


3,724 


3,724 


32,133 


9,742 


23.42'+ 
(  23,424) 
(       — ) 
350 

23,774 


3,724 
17724~ 


27,498 
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COLOMBIA  MAY  INCREASE  BANANA 
EXPORTS  TO  U.S. 

U.S.  interests  are  negotiating  to  purchase  the  banana  crop  in  the 
State  of  Choco,  Colombia.    This  is  a  sparsely  populated,  high-rainfall  area 
along  the  northwest  coast  of  Colombia.    Exports  will  "be  on  a  limited  scale 
until  port  facilities  are  developed.     In  1957  >  banana  production  in  Choco 
was  estimated  at  about  600,000  stems.    None  were  exported. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  REDUCES  FIXED 
PRODUCER  PRICE  FOR  CORN 

The  Union  of  South  Africa's  Mealie  Industry  Control  Board  has  fixed 
the  basic  producer  price  for  corn  during  that  country's  1958-59  marketing 
season  (May-April)  at  29s.  6d.  per  bag  of  200  pounds  ($1.16  per  bushel). 
Last  season's  price  was  30s.  per  bag  ($1.18  per  bushel).    This  is  the  price 
to  be  paid  to  growers  for  No.  1  White  Dent  and  Yellow  Flint  corn  delivered 
to  the  Control  Board  or  its  agents  (registered  cooperatives,  millers,  and 
private  traders).    Deductions  are  made  for  lower  grades. 

The  Mealie  Control  Board  fixes  the  producer  price  for  corn  annually  on 
the  basis  of  production  costs,  average  yields,  size  of  the  surplus,  and 
such  general  factors  as  local  consumption  trends  and  the  general  economic 
state  of  the  corn  industry,  other  branches  of  agriculture,  and  of  the 
country  as  a  whole.    The  price  is  fixed  high  enough  to  cover  production 
costs  and  the  margin  of  profit  considered  necessary  to  keep  production  at 
a  desirable  level. 

The  Mealie  Control  Board  also  fixes  the  prices  at  which  it  sells  corn 
of  the  different  grades  to  millers,  distributors,  and  other  buyers.  The 
1958-59  selling  price  has  been  fixed  at  30s.  6d.  per  bag  of  200  pounds 
($1.20  per  bushel)  for  the  best  grade  of  white  corn  and  30s.  per  bag  ($1.18 
per  bushel)  for  the  best  grade  of  yellow  corn,  the  same  as  a  year  ago.  These 
prices  increase  progressively  for  sales  of  less  than  U,800  bags  at  a  time. 
In  addition,  the  Control  Board  fixes  the  maximum  prices  at  which  various 
corn  products  can  be  sold  by  millers  to  wholesalers  and  retailers,  and  the 
maximum  prices  at  which  the  latter  may  sell  to  local  consumers. 

The  Union's  corn  price  control  program  comes  under  the  Marketing  Act 
of  1937  and  ensuing  legislation  to  protect  producers  and  consumers  against 
wide  fluctuations  in  prices  caused  by  changes  in  local  and  world  supply 
and  demand  conditions. 

The  exportable  surplus  from  the  1958  crop  is  expected  to  be  lif.O  mil- 
lion bags  (50.0  million  bushels).    Exports  are  subsidized  from  a  stabiliza- 
tion fund.    Revenues  for  the  fund  in  1958-59  will  again  be  derived  from  a 
levy  of  Is.  3d.  per  bag  (5  cents  per  bushel)  on  producers,  an  assessment  of 
6d.  per  bag  (2  cents  per  bushel)  on  consumers  (included  in  the  price  at 
which  the  Control  Board  sells  corn  to  millers,  distributors,  and  other 
buyers),  and  a  government  contribution  of  Wjd.  per  bag  (1.5  cents  per  bushel). 
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ARGENTINA  DECONTROLS  PRICES 

On  April  22,  Argentina  announced  the  removal  of  the  last  of  price 
controls  on  articles  considered  "basic  necessities.    Maximum  prices  have 
"been  removed  from  wheat,  corn  flour,  French-type  "bread,  soda  water,  mate 
tea,  and  ordinary  brooms. 

FINLAND  JOINS  "PARIS  CLUB" 

On  April  25,  Argentina  signed  a  trade  and  payments  agreement  with 
Finland.    Under  the  agreement,  Finland  will  enter  into  the  multilateral 
trade  and  payments  system  ("Paris  Club")  now  in  effect  between  Argentina 
and  major  Western  European  countries.    This  system  allows  Argentina  to 
convert  balances  with  one  European  country  in  buying  from  another  and 
generally  promotes  freertrade  in  the  area.    This  agreement  will  replace 
a  previous  Argentine-Finnish  agreement  of  February  1955* 

DENMARK  CONSIDERING  PRODUCER  PRICES 
AND  IMPORT  TAXES  ON  FEED  GRAINS 

Owing  to  a  recent  serious  decline  in  farm  income,  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment will  soon  submit  several  agricultural  relief  measures  to  the  Parlia- 
ment, including  one  to  levy  import  taxes  on  wheat,  rye,  barley,  and  oats 
used  for  feed,  and  another  to  guarantee  farmers  minimum  prices  for  their 
grains.    If  enacted,  these  proposals  are  to  be  in  effect  for  only  one 
year  from  August  1,  1958>  out  it  is  expected  that  they  may  be  continued. 
The  measures  are  tied  in  with  recent  farm  labor  negotiations  which  increased 
farm  wages. 

Denmark  is  a  party  to  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade,  and 
before  it  can  levy  the  contemplated  import  taxes  it  will  have  to  be  released 
from  its  agreement,  made  at  the  19^9  GATT  negotiations  in  Annecy,  France, 
to  bind  the  existing  duty-free  status  of  feed  wheat  and  feed  rye,  and  the 
1951  agreement  made  at  Torquay,  England,  to  bind  the  duty-free  status  of 
feed  barley  and  oats.    The  Danish  Government  has  begun  the  necessary  action 
under  the  "Special  circumstances"  provision  of  Article  XXVIII  of  GATT  to 
negotiate  its  release  from  these  specific  agreements  regarding  feed  grains. 

The  proposed  guaranteed  minimum  producer  prices  for  grains  would 
undoubtedly  benefit  operators  of  large  farms  devoted  mainly  to  grain.  The 
taxes  on  feed  grain  imports  would  be  levied  only  if  prices  of  imported 
feed  grains,  f.o.b.  Danish  ports,  are  below  the  respective  domestic  minimum 
producer  prices,  and  the  taxes  would  be  equivalent  to  the  differentials. 
The  taxes  are  to  be  used  to  reduce  the  cost  of  oilcakes  needed  by  small- 
holders engaged  primarily  in  livestock  production.    This  benefit  to  the 
smallholders  would,  however,  be  offset  by  increases  in  prices  of  other 
needed  domestic  and  imported  feed  grains  as  a  result  of  the  minimum 
producer  prices  for  domestic  grains  and  the  tax  on  feed  grain  imports. 
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WEST  GERMANY  ASKED  TO  RELAX 
RESTRICTIONS  ON  FOOD  IMPORTS 

The  West  German  Government  has  been  asked  to  revise  its  policy  of 
continuing  restrictions  on  about  18  percent  of  its  imports.    These  items 
are  mostly  food  and  agricultural  products. 

Most  countries  present  at  a  recent  Intersessional  Committee  meeting 
of  GATT  (General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade)  believe  that  West  Germany 
is  no  longer  entitled  to  restrict  imports  for  balance-of -payments  reasons. 
The  Intersessional  Committee  urged  West  Germany  to  reconsider  its  position 
and  to  report  in  October  at  the  13th  Session  of  GATT  on  the  action  taken 
to  eliminate  these  restrictions. 


ARGENTINA  RAISES  PRODUCER  PRICES 
FOR  WHEAT,  BARLEY,  AND  CORN 

The  1958-59  minimum  producer  prices  of  grains  recently  announced  by 
the  Argentine  Ministries  of  Agriculture  and  Finance  are  substantially 
higher  for  wheat,  barley,  and  corn,  but  unchanged  from  last  season's  level 
for  oats  and  rye.    The  new  prices,  compared  with  those  in  effect  in  1956-57 > 
and  1957-58  are: 


Grain 

• 

1956-57  ; 

1957-58  ; 

1958-59 

• 
• 

Dollars  \ 

Dollars  j 

Dollars 

Wheat : 

• 

per  bu. 

per  bu.  ' 

per  bu. 

1.06  : 

1.51  : 

1.97 

Candeal  or  Tanganrog, 

• 
• 

1.06  : 

1.66 

2.12 

Oats : 

• 

• 

• 

M  ! 

:  .1*8 

• 
• 

:  .50 

:  .50 

Barley: 

• 
• 

• 

:  .73 

!  .85 

• 
• 

.66$ 

:  .67 

;  .78 

• 
• 

• 

.71 

j  .85 

!  .85 

Corn,  yellow  and/or  red,  hard 

• 

or  : 

flint  and  dented ,  sound  and 

dry. . : 

.92 

:  1.62 

The  announced  purpose  of  the  grain  price-support  system  and  of  the 
price  increases  is  to  encourage  production. 
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U.  S.  1957-58  COARSE  GRAIN 
EXPORTS  MAY  SET  RECORD 

If  U.  S.  coarse  grain  exports  continue  at  their  present  rate  through 
May  and  June,  they  will  break  the  fiscal  year  record  of  8,  132,000  tons  set 
in  1955-56. 

Exports  of  coarse  grains  (corn,  oats,  barley,  and  grain  sorghums)  for 
July-April  1957-58  are  now  estimated  at  7>260,000  short  tons,  not  including 
coarse-grain  products.    Last  year's  July-April  exports  totaled  only  5>507,000 
tons,  while  in  the  record  year  1955-56  they  were  6,717>000  tons.    This  year's 
July-April  estimate  is  based  on  Bureau  of  Census  reports  through  March  plus 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  export  inspections  for  April. 

Corn  exports  for  the  first  10  months  of  this  fiscal  year  are  up  38  per- 
cent from  the  same  months  last  year;  barley  exports  are  up  k2  percent;  and 
grain  sorghums  exports  are  up  1^  percent.    However,  oats  exports  are  down 
17  percent.    The  main  reasons  for  the  general  increase  are  the  greater  demand 
for  feed  grains  in  Western  Europe  owing  to  a  shortage  of  feed  wheat;  increased 
foreign  currency  sales,  particularly  to  Mexico  and  Poland;  and  lower  exportable 
supplies  available  in  certain  other  countries. 


LITTLE  CHANGE  IN  INDIA'S  OIL  OUTPUT 
IN  1958;  EDIBLE  OIL  EXPORTS  LIKELY 
TO  CONTINUE  SMALL 

Production  of  annual  oilseed  crops  in  India  in  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1958,  is  expected  to  approximate  last  year's  6,900,000  short  tons.  This 
includes  both  edible  and  industrial  oilseeds.    Acreage  of  peanuts,  India's 
leading  oilcrop,  increased  this  year  by  about  8  percent,  extending  the  long- 
term  upward  trend.    Production  is  estimated  to  be  up  only  a  little,  however, 
as  there  was  unusually  dry  weather  in  a  major  producing  area.    Acreage  and 
production  of  all  the  other  Indian  oilcrops  are  estimated  to  be  slightly 
smaller  this  year  than  last. 

Production  of  vegetable  oils  from  the  1957-58  crops  and  from  domestic 
copra  will  also  total  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  or  about 
1,900,000  short  tons.    Practically  all  of  this  production  will  fall  in 
calendar  year  1958,  because  Indian  oilseed  crops  are  harvested  mainly  in 
late  fall  and  early  spring. 

The  major  exports  of  vegetable  oils  from  India  in  the  first  10  months 
of  1957  were  kj ,900  short  tons  of  castor  oil,  15,000  tons  of  linseed  oil,  and 
8,800  tons  of  cottonseed  oil.     Peanuts  oil  exports  amounted  to  less  than  1,000 
tons.    Principal  exports  for  the  full  year  of  1956  were  ^7,000  short  tons  of 
castor  oil,  i+9,500  tons  of  linseed  oil,  and  29,600  tons  of  peanut  oil.  Cotton- 
seed oil  exports  were  not  reported  separately  before  1957*     (Continued  on 
following  page . ) 
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The  Indian  Government  has  continued  its  policy  of  keeping  practically  all  its 
output  of  edible  vegetable  oils  for  the  home  market.    Exports  of  peanut,  rapeseed, 
mustard  seed,  and  sesame  oils  as  well  as  seeds  were  prohibited  throughout  1957* 
The  first  deviation  from  this  policy  was  the  announcement  on  April  2h}  1958;  of 
small  quotas  for  sesame  oil.    Exporters  pointed  out,  however,  that  Indian  sesame 
oil  was  currently  too  high-priced  to  compete  abroad  except  possibly  for  small 
quantities  in  some  nearby  countries.    It  was  announced  early  this  year  that  exports 
of  castor,  linseed,  and  cottonseed  oils,  as  well  as  some  minor  oils,  will  continue 
to  be  licensed  freely  for  export  through  September  1958* 

Exports  of  cottonseed  oil  in  1958  are  not  likely  to  be  any  larger  than  last 
year.    Though  increasing,  production  is  still  relatively  small,  and  manufacturers 
of  vanaspati  ( hydrogenated  vegetable  oil)  have  agreed  to  use  cottonseed  oil  this 
year  in  the  amount  of  2\  percent  of  all  oils  used  —  probably  about  8,000  tons  of 
cottonseed  oil,  compared  with  a  negligible  quantity  last  year. 

Exports  of  castor  oil  may  decline,  since  the  1958  crop  of  castor  beans  is 
estimated  to  be  down  15  percent  from  last  year's  lM^-,000  short  tons.    Linseed  oil 
is  used  as  an  edible  oil  in  India,  and  exports  will  depend  on  the  strength  of 
export  demand  compared  with  domestic  demand  for  the  oil  for  food. 

Imports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  into  India  increased  materially  in  1957  and 
totaled  96,000  short  tons,  in  terms  of  oil,  in  the  first  10  months.    The  govern- 
ment, however,  initiated  a  more  restrictive  policy  for  these  imports  on  October  1, 
1957*    Imports  of  palm  oil  into  India  in  January-October  1957  totaled  17,500  tons, 

Indian  market  prices  of  edible  oils,  which  had  risen  sharply  during  195&, 
remained  relatively  high  in  1957*    Supplies  for  domestic  use  were  considerably 
larger  than  in  any  earlier  year,  but  demand  was  strong,  reflecting  rising  consumer 
incomes.    Since  production  of  edible  oils  in  1958  probably  will  be  about  the  same 
as  in  1957  and  exports  cannot  be  reduced  much  further,  supplies  of  edible  oils  for 
consumption  in  India  this  year  are  not  likely  to  increase  much.    This  will  tend  to 
maintain  prices, 

JAPAN  IMPORTS  LESS 
COTTON  IN  1957-58 

Imports  of  cotton  into  Japan  during  the  first  half  (August- January)  of  the 
1957-58  season  were  1,151,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross),  a  decline  of  18  percent 
from  imports  of  1,^12, 000  bales  in  the  first  6  months  of  1956-57.    The  decrease 
resulted  from  large  inventories  of  finished  goods,  cutbacks  in  production,  and 
Japan's  less  favorable  foreign  exchange  position. 

Imports  from  the  United  States  during  August- January  were  ^83,000  bales, 
compared  with  519,000  bales  a  year  earlier.    This  was  a  decrease  of  7  percent  in 
volume,  although  the  U.  S.  share  of  Japan's  total  cotton  imports  increased  to  k-2 
percent  in  the  period  under  review,  in  contrast  to  37  percent  in  August-January 
1956-57. 
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Japan  also  took  less  cotton  from  most  of  its  other  principal  suppliers, 
with  the  exception  of  India,  Egypt,  and  Uganda.    The  sharpest  reduction 
was  in  imports  from  Mexico. 

Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources  in  August- January  1957- 58, 
with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    United  States  2+83,000 
hales  (519,000);  Mexico  330,000  (^72,000);  Brazil  92,000  (122,000);  Pakistan 
82,000  (128,000);  India  ^,000  (38,000);  Egypt  36,000  (32,000);  El  Salvador 
23,000  (2^,000);  and  Uganda  12,000  (^,000). 

Cotton  consumption  in  Japan  amounted  to  1,215,000  hales  in  August- 
January  1957-58,  down  7  percent  from  the  1,301,000  hales  used  in  the  first 
6  months  of  1956-57*    The  lower  consumption  is  attributed  to  large 
inventories  of  finished  goods  held  by  mills. 

Japanese  spinners  instituted  a  voluntary  cutback  program  designed  to 
decrease  cotton  yarn  production  during  the  period  January-March  1958.  How- 
ever, it  became  evident  by  the  end  of  January  that  this  plan  would  not 
effectively  reduce  stocks,  and  the  government  stepped  in  with  a  two-point 
program,  consisting  of  (l)  official  production  cutback  recommendations, 
with  official  inspection  and  penalties  to  assure  strict  compliance;  and 
(2)  reduction  of  the  foreign  exchange  budget  for  imports  of  raw  cotton 
for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  April  1,  1958* 

Production  of  pure  cotton  yarns  in  January  was  7^  million  pounds, 
down  15  percent  from  December  production  of  87  million  pounds,  and  16 
percent  below  the  88  million  pounds  produced  in  January  1957 • 

Operable  spindleage  at  the  end  of  January  1958  stood  at  9>Ol6,8l2, 
only  slightly  below  the  number  operated  at  the  end  of  the  previous  month. 
The  ratio  of  operated  to  operable  spindleage  was  79*7  percent  in  January — 
down  sharply  from  the  December  ratio  of  91*8  percent.    Aside  from  the 
decrease  in  the  actual  operated  spindleage,  the  lower  January  ratio  was 
attributed  to  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  working  days  from  ab^ut  26  days 
in  December  to  about  23  days  in  January. 

Cotton  stocks  in  Japan  were  estimated  at  521,000  bales  on  January  31, 
1958.    This  was  11  percent  less  than  stocks  of  585,000  bales  on  August  1, 
1957*    Stocks  are  expected  to  decline  further  by  the  end  of  the  1957-58 
season  because  of  the  reduction  in  the  allocation  of  foreign  exchange  for 
cotton  imports. 

Prices  for  most  qualities  of  U.  S.  cotton,  c.i.f.  Japan,  have  declined 
about  1  to  2  cents  per  pound  since  January  1958,  while  most  foreign  growths 
have  fallen  2  to  3-1/2  cents  per  pound.    U.  S.  Middling  1-inch  cotton,  c.i.f. 
Osaka,  was  quoted  at  31*07  cents  per  pound  on  April  21,  1958,  and  Pakistani 
Punjab,  Middling  1-inch,  was  quoted  at  30.88  cents  per  pound. 
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U.  S.  IMPORTS  LESS 
COTTON  IN  FEBRUARY 

U.  S.  imports  of  cotton  (for  consumption)  were  equivalent  to  2,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  February  1958,  compared  with  6,000  bales  in 
January,  and  7>000  bales  in  February  1957.     Imports  during  February  were 
about  equally  divided  between  cotton  from  India  and  Pakistan,  all  of 
which  was  harsh  or  rough  Asiatic  type  less  than  3 A- inch  in  staple. 

Total  imports  during  August-February  1957-58  were  128,000  bales, 
more  than  double  the  imports  of  60,000  bales  in  the  comparable  period  of 

1956-  57*  Most  of  the  increase  this  year  was  in  imports  of  long-staple 
upland  cotton  from  Mexico.  Imports  from  most  other  major  sources  also 
increased.    Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources  in  August-February 

1957-  58,  with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  Mexico 
73,000  bales  (21,000) ;  Egypt  30,000  (2^,000);  Peru  13,000  (6,000) ; 
Pakistan  8,000  (5,000);  India  2,000  (1,000);  and  Brazil  1,000  (2,000). 

U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS  IMPORTS 
DOW  IN  FEBRUARY 

U.  S.  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualities,  were 
lU,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  February  1958--down  33  percent  from 
January  imports  of  21,000  bales,  but  slightly  above  the  13,000  bales 
imported  in  February  1957 •     Imports  during  August -February  1957-58  were 
91,000  bales,  compared  with  100,000  bales  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 

Principal  sources  of  linters  imports  in  August -February  1957-58, 
with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mexico  69,000  bales 
(72,000);  U.S.S.R.  9,000  (21,000);  Belgium  3,000  (1,000);  Iran  2,000  (0); 
El  Salvador  2,000  (879);  Syria  2,000  (0);  and  Turkey  1,000  (0). 

GUATEMALA  REGULATES 
COTTONSEED  IMPORTS 

A  recent  Guatemalan  decree  regulates  imports  of  cottonseed  for  plant- 
ing. Registered  or  certified  seed  may  still  be  imported  if  recommended  by 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  the  required  certificate  of  sanitation  and 
purity  is  submitted. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  new  decree  is  to  prevent  the  entry  of  un- 
desirable seed,  especially  seed  which  might  bring  in  pink  boll  worm. 
Also,  as  Guatemala  has  large  amounts  of  good  certified  seed,  the  decree 
provides  a  way  of  limiting  imports  to  the  amount  actually  needed.  Imports 
from  the  United  States  will  be  affected  little,  if  any,  since  U.  S. 
planting  seed  already  meets  the  prescribed  requirements.    Most  seed 
imported  from  the  United  States  is  registered,  and  the  remainder  certified. 
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INDIA  EXTENDS  SHIPMENT  PERIODS 
FOR  COTTON  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS 

The  Government  of  India  has  extended  the  shipment  period  for  ^0,000 
bales  (k-00  pounds  gross)  of  cotton  I-3/16  inches  and  longer  in  staple, 
previously  authorized  for  import,  from  April  30  to  July  31>  1958 • 
Authorization  for  imports  of  3,000  hales  of  this  cotton  was  announced  on 
December  ik,  1957>  an^-  was  increased  to  ^,000  hales  on  January  15,  1958, 
with  shipment  through  April.    Cottons  qualifying  under  this  allocation 
include  Egyptian,  Sudanese,  Peruvian,  and  East  African  BP  52. 

The  period  of  shipment  for  50,000  hales  of  Bengal  Desi  cotton, 
released  for  export  on  October  k,  1957;  has  been  extended  to  May  31,  1958. 
Originally  the  shipment  period  was  through  January,  later  extended  through 
April  1958.    As  of  April  29,  hk,500  bales  had  been  shipped  under  this 
quota . 

SWITZERLAND'S  CHEESE  STOCKS 
STILL  BURDENSOME 

In  spite  of  a  slight  export  increase  in  March,  Switzerland's  cheese 
stocks  continue  at  a  burdensome  level.    At  the  end  of  March,  stocks  of 
hard  cheese  were  30. 6  million  pounds,  ^7  percent  over  last  year. 

Exports  of  hard  and  processed  cheeses  during  the  first  quarter  were 
9.5  and  2.8  million  pounds,  compared  with  9 .7  and  3*0  million  pounds, 
respectively,  during  the  first  quarter  of  1951*    Exports  of  hard  cheese 
picked  up  substantially  in  March  because  of  price  reductions,  particularly 
on  the  Italian  and  French  markets.    Export  prices  for  Swiss  cheese 
averaged  53 • 7  cents  per  pound  during  the  first  quarter  of  1958,  1.9  cents 
lower  than  the  comparable  period  last  year. 

The  Swiss  Milk  Producers'  Union  recently  issued  a  directive  cutting 
second  quarter  1958  production  of  Emmenthaler  type  cheese  by  2.2  million 
pounds  below  output  during  the  same  period  last  year.    A  similar  reduction 
is  planned  for  Gruyere  output,  and  Sbrinz  production  is  limited  to  last 
year's  level. 

Milk  deliveries  to  commercial  plants  are  running  over  13  percent  ahead 
of  last  year.    An  estimated  6  to  9  million  pounds  of  Swiss  butter  and 
cheese  will  be  in  surplus  in  1958.    Possible  measures  for  disposal  are  an 
increase  in  the  amount  of  butter  directed  to  low-priced  cooking  fats,  and 
a  requirement  that  margarine  manufacturers  use  15  to  20  percent  butter 
in  their  product. 

Domestic  consumption  of  Swiss  cheese  is  running  slightly  below  last 
year  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  April  7;  1958).    Diversion  of  cheese 
stocks  into  lower-priced  grades  is  being  considered  as  a  means  of  encouraging 
consumption  and  meeting  competition  from  imported  cheeses. 
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WORLD  TRADE  WEEK 

President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  has  proclaimed  and  urged  the 
observance  of  the  week  beginning  May  18  as  WORLD  TRADE  WEEK. 

The  President  has  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  world 
trade  is  vital  to  the  economic  growth  and  security  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  this  country's  export  trade  provides  employment 
for  millions  of  Americans.  It  is  also,  his  proclamation  states, 
an  indispensable  outlet  for  the  products  of  U.S.  farms  and 
factories.  World  trade  contributes  to  the  economic  strength  and 
development  of  the  free  nations,  and  is,  therefore,  a  powerful 
force  for  peace. 

Agricultural,  business,  labor,  educational  and  civic  groups, 
public  officials,  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  generally 
have  been  urged  in  the  Presidential  proclamation  to  observe WORLD 
TRADE  WEEK  with  gatherings,  exhibits,  and  other  appropriate 
activities . 
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